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Music Rights as Human Rights?

Abstract

Unlike other European countries, Ireland does not have a music school law, a national music council, nor a
policy position on access to instrumental music education. This seminar will focus on the second of the
Five Music Rights, as recommended by the UNESCO-affiliated International Music Council, which calls for
all children and adults to learn musical languages and skills. An analysis of instrumental music education
provision and distribution in Ireland is presented. Comparisons are made with provision in several
European countries of similar population. Examples of how in certain countries, strategies have been
successful in elevating the Five Music Rights from a set of recommendations and values to the status of
legal rights. The seminar takes a philosophical approach, an educational approach, and a rights-based
approach to argue that if equality of opportunity and success to specialist-led music education for children
and young people is to be achieved, then a legal and constitutionally embedded policy position is required.
The seminar highlights the challenges to enabling the second of the Five Music Rights and makes
recommendations for future action and structural change.
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She is an active member of the European Music School Union (EMU) Research Network at the University of Music and Performing Arts, Vienna and has recently been elected to
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